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Sierra Nevada Journeys Celebrates Permanent Home for STEM Education

or Lhe past 1y years, Sierra Mevada
Jourmeys (SR, an owtd oor science
education :Mbul.prl.ll—ll. has |:|€'||:Ie-|.1
more Eham 200,000 youth mmerse
themselves in nature through sclence
Lo Fusel their own Ll.rliitl.lﬂ confeclons.
and discoveries, The sig-acre Grizely
Creek Ranch (GCR) in Portola & now
a permanent home for SM] Lo inspine
and serve youth,

They recently celebrated the completion of a
capital campaign and purchased GCR -
whiere IEw:, have been
hosting

Abowe and righi:
Studenis praciice their
Tendership ond
reambuilding skills an
the ciarllemge course at
Grizzly Creek Ranch

Below: Plumos Bonk
employees dest thefr
serence skills ar a
Stevra MNevada
fowrneys' STEM sration
which demonsirmies
why the balloon
doesnt pop when the
skeweer 15 inserted
through the balfoon.

Sierra Nevada

JOURNEYS

camps and outdoor school for more than a
decade. Each year, more than 7,000 campers
from across the rEgI0HE amend PrOogEaiis al GCR.

Local Schools Perticipate

Many of the youth who attend SMJ's
prograrms come Ffrom nearby communities and
srhools, ||:Liu|.1i|:|g: C. Roy Carmichael,
Loyalvom, Johnstonville, Janesville and Shaffer
elementary schools; Loyalion and Portola high
schools; and Feather River College.

HiH|| school students from Portola, Qu.lll.-r:,
and Chester recently spent a few days at the
camp working on leadership
skills, teambuilding and

environmental education. i
“These eleventh and
twelfth grade students are
at a significant turning o

pobnt in thelr joumey o

adulthood. Environmental .

edwcation |:lr|.l\adur. lu} Fill I

impacts, such as s
Improving
academic performandce, U
enhancing critical :
thinking and =0T
developing personal '
i thand life-build g
skills, including confidence, autonomy, and
leadership. Also, we've seen

civic engagerment and positive
environmental behaviors” says
Executive Director Adam Yarnes
"W want our local students o expesience these
same growth opportunities”

Partnerships with organizations Like Flumas
';.-.I.II:|:IL’H3I:II.III hu;np.‘l:rled this most recent
leadership camp for local
students,

environmental education increase

PLUMAS
BANK

Learning Experiences that Impact Our
Unigue Mountain Commeunity - Forest
Etﬁiug'y
W look forward 1o building on Plumas
Bank's recent work with the Dixie Fire Fund in
r.l.i:\.i:uj.; the discussion on |l.|:|._1;,-!erz||
sustainability,” added Yarmes., "While the bank
provides disaster reliel and long-tesm
revitalization, M| focuses on what we do best -
education through hands-on learning
experiemees. One of our most notable lesson
series i Forest Ecology. With the devastation
and LFpacLs of forest fires in Morthern
California, it is important
that the education of owr

" LS I'ulur-:-ﬂum.'r.ll|-::-|:|:.l."r|.'all.-=.a
AR [rIRY foundation for stewardship
and respect of our foresis”
iinn nn Forest Ecology takes

students from the valley to
; the top of the mountains.

They learn about foress
ﬂ.uh’!ﬂ}, a.d.:;u.:tim:s,
YD survival and the
s e interactions that make our
forest such .J.|.1'r||.1|:|'|:|.
place. Stsdents stop at
several key locarions along
the rail to participate in
hamds-an activitbes that teach a Warely ol
subjects including forest fires, food sources,
survival adaptations of plants and animals,
human history, shelter bullding and key
principles regarding environmental
stewardship.

“Oar ges-acres of land at GCR make the
perfect teaching environment. Feather River
College uses our camp for its forestry program

with in-depth discussions on forest

mLAnAgesAenL. outdoors and nature, [t isa
more powerful experience compared than
reading it in a book,” said Yarnes.

N5 goal i1 1o give students an edge up
academically, but also in building
confidence, creating collaboration among

peers and developing leadership skills.
Visil slerranevadajourneys.org to learn
Mo,
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